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4. |SAIAH SERIES:
Judgment Will Fall On Jerusalem

Isaiah 1:21-31

In this passage now before us we get the first glimpses of the coming Babylonian
invaders. These ae invaders who come & the Lord' s behest, being those whom God will
use to puge the nation d Judah andto punsh them becaise of their sin. The prophecy of
Isaiah is one of warning, for there is yet time for Judah to repent. But if they do nd,
judgment will fal on Judah and on Jerusaem, which had alone been spared the
destruction krought abou by the Assgyrians (1:8,9).

Verse 21: How amazing it is that the dty of Jerusalem that was oncefaithful to God, has
bewmme a @y where the Law of Godis despised andis  urfaithful that it is described as
a harlot. All of the people’s sns are symptoms of the aty moving away from God and
pursuing other things in placeof God. It has beame unfaithful to God and is therefore a
spiritual harlot (Ex 34:15,16; Deut 31:16).

Once this city stood for righteousness pursuing all that the Lord expeded it to pusue.
But now it has become so evil, that it is even ahaven for murderers.

How can the church today be regarded as a harlot? Give examples of your
answer.

Verse 22: Oncethe aty was like pure silver and the best wine to the Lord, but now the
silver has been totally corrupted and pdluted by sin, becoming dross and the wine so
mutilated (literal meaning) by water that it is no longer wine. This whale ill ustration is



pointing to a palution that has penetrated everywhere, being permeaed throughou the
entire nation. The dty used to be something speadal, even arighteous city, but now it isno
longer anything nea that.

Verse 23: Thisverse explains how the aty of Jerusalem is now drossand mutil ated wine.
The rulers of the aty were in rebellion against God, living in a manner contrary to the
will of God and hed in fad aligned themselves with wicked men. In fad the whde dty
had become crrupted and rebellious against God, striving after unrighteousness and
refusing to pusue righteousness

Verse 24: Becaise of al this gsnfulnessand rebelli on, the Almighty and Sovereign Lord
will bring judgment uponthis now wicked city. Thereis deliberate irony here, for it isthe
Sovereign Lord who hed previously fought for Judah that will now fight against Judah.
Because of their rebellion, the people of Jerusalem were now considered as the enemies
of God (Ezek 5:13) and so they will now faceGod s wrath.

Verse 25: The Lord's proteding hand will now bemme the hand d God's judgment
against Jerusalem. This judgment that God will bring upon Jerusalem will remove the
corruption and rebellion d the dty. In ared sense this judgment shoud be seen as a
gradous judgment, for its purposeis to restore the dty to what it oncewas, a ‘faithful city
(2:21,26)." But the judgment will not be apleasant experience as the passage makes
plain.

How has God dore thisin the Church throughou the ayes?

Verse 26: Theresult of God s judgment will be areturn to faithfulnessand righteousness
The aty will once ajain be & in ealier days, a aty ruled by gody men and inhabited by
those who will serve the Lord. It shoud be noted that thisis what the Lord will adhieve,
for He says, ‘I will restore.’

Thouwgh there is the immediate reference to the post-exilic period, this prophecy also
points forward to a much greder day, to that of the Messanic Kingdom as e in the
church and even beyondto glory.

Verse 27: Zion, the daty of God (Jerusalem), will be brought bad through the just
payment for its sn. The people will turn bad to God in repentance, being bought by the
righteousness of God (59:20). Thase who will be saved look to God for mercy and
deliverance

These redeaned are bowght badk because of what the Lord dces and this reference may
also be to the Messah.

Verse 28: Thase who would nd repent but choacse to continue in their sin and rebellion
will perish, being totaly destroyed (Job 79; Ps 37:20). These must be removed if Judah



isto bereturned to her righteous gate.

Why will Judah be asshamed do the
Terebinth treesin 1:29,30?

Verse 29 When judgment falls upon Jerusalem the people will be ashamed o the
Terebinth trees, which ismost likely the placeof their false worship (Deut 16:21; 1 Kings
16:33; Ezek 6:13). For the people caried ontheir false worship uncer these trees and
probably direded their worship to these trees also. This was the false worship o thosein
the land before them.

The people would be gredly ashamed o their false gods and daces of worship when God
moves in judgment against them. All their false worship will be seen as vanity and as
futile. These ‘gods’ will be seen to be nathing.

Verse 30: When judgment comes the people will be & Terebinth trees, but not those in
full vigour of hedth, but those that are dying and as a garden withou water. They will be
ashamed and they will perish.

Verse 31 The strong ones in Jerusalem will become & firewood and their works will be
the fire that causes them to be cnsumed (33:11-13; 50:11). Both will be seen as vanity,
and bah the man and hsworks will be destroyed. Their own sin will be the caise of their
ruin, nat just their temporal ruin, but everlasting ruin aso.

Give eamples of how a man’s sSn can beame a purnishment for his
sinfulness?

INDIVIDUAL DISCOVERY

What is Verse four spe&king of ? Please give reasons for your answer.



