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4. ISAIAH SERIES: 
Judgment Will Fall On Jerusalem 

 
Isaiah 1:21-31 
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In this passage now before us we get the first glimpses of the coming Babylonian 
invaders. These are invaders who come at the Lord’s behest, being those whom God will 
use to purge the nation of Judah and to punish them because of their sin. The prophecy of 
Isaiah is one of warning, for there is yet time for Judah to repent. But if they do not, 
judgment will fall on Judah and on Jerusalem, which had alone been spared the 
destruction brought about by the Assyrians (1:8,9). 
 

Verse 21: How amazing it is that the city of Jerusalem that was once faithful to God, has 
become a city where the Law of God is despised and is so unfaithful that it is described as 
a harlot. All of the people’s sins are symptoms of the city moving away from God and 
pursuing other things in place of God. It has become unfaithful to God and is therefore a 
spiritual harlot (Ex 34:15,16; Deut 31:16). 
 
Once this city stood for righteousness, pursuing all that the Lord expected it to pursue. 
But now it has become so evil , that it is even a haven for murderers. 
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How can the church today be regarded as a harlot? Give examples of your 
answer. 
 
 
Verse 22: Once the city was like pure silver and the best wine to the Lord, but now the 
silver has been totally corrupted and polluted by sin, becoming dross, and the wine so 
mutilated (literal meaning) by water that it is no longer wine. This whole ill ustration is 
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pointing to a pollution that has penetrated everywhere, being permeated throughout the 
entire nation. The city used to be something special, even a righteous city, but now it is no 
longer anything near that. 
 
Verse 23: This verse explains how the city of Jerusalem is now dross and mutilated wine. 
The rulers of the city were in rebelli on against God, living in a manner contrary to the 
will of God and had in fact aligned themselves with wicked men. In fact the whole city 
had become corrupted and rebelli ous against God, striving after unrighteousness and 
refusing to pursue righteousness. 
 
Verse 24: Because of all this sinfulness and rebelli on, the Almighty and Sovereign Lord 
will bring judgment upon this now wicked city. There is deliberate irony here, for it is the 
Sovereign Lord who had previously fought for Judah that will now fight against Judah. 
Because of their rebelli on, the people of Jerusalem were now considered as the enemies 
of God (Ezek 5:13) and so they will now face God’s wrath. 
 
Verse 25: The Lord’s protecting hand will now become the hand of God’s judgment 
against Jerusalem. This judgment that God will bring upon Jerusalem will remove the 
corruption and rebelli on of the city. In a real sense this judgment should be seen as a 
gracious judgment, for its purpose is to restore the city to what it once was, a ‘ faithful city 
(1:21,26).’  But the judgment will not be a pleasant experience, as the passage makes 
plain. 
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How has God done this in the Church throughout the ages? 
 
 
Verse 26: The result of God’s judgment will be a return to faithfulness and righteousness. 
The city will once again be as in earlier days, a city ruled by godly men and inhabited by 
those who will serve the Lord. It should be noted that this is what the Lord will achieve, 
for He says, ‘I wil l restore.’  
 
Though there is the immediate reference to the post-exili c period, this prophecy also 
points forward to a much greater day, to that of the Messianic Kingdom as seen in the 
church and even beyond to glory. 
 
Verse 27: Zion, the city of God (Jerusalem), will be brought back through the just 
payment for its sin. The people will t urn back to God in repentance, being bought by the 
righteousness of God (59:20). Those who will be saved look to God for mercy and 
deliverance.  
 
These redeemed are bought back because of what the Lord does and this reference may 
also be to the Messiah. 
 
Verse 28: Those who would not repent but choose to continue in their sin and rebelli on 
will perish, being totally destroyed (Job 7:9; Ps 37:20). These must be removed if Judah 
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is to be returned to her righteous state. 
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Why will Judah be ashamed of the 
Terebinth trees in 1:29,30? 
 
 
Verse 29: When judgment falls upon Jerusalem the people will be ashamed of the 
Terebinth trees, which is most likely the place of their false worship (Deut 16:21; 1 Kings 
16:33; Ezek 6:13). For the people carried on their false worship under these trees and 
probably directed their worship to these trees also. This was the false worship of those in 
the land before them.  
 
The people would be greatly ashamed of their false gods and places of worship when God 
moves in judgment against them. All their false worship will be seen as vanity and as 
futile. These ‘gods’ will be seen to be nothing. 
 
Verse 30: When judgment comes the people will be as Terebinth trees, but not those in 
full vigour of health, but those that are dying and as a garden without water. They will be 
ashamed and they will perish. 
 
Verse 31: The strong ones in Jerusalem will become as firewood and their works will be 
the fire that causes them to be consumed (33:11-13; 50:11). Both will be seen as vanity, 
and both the man and his works will be destroyed. Their own sin will be the cause of their 
ruin, not just their temporal ruin, but everlasting ruin also. 
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Give examples of how a man’s sin can become a punishment for his 
sinfulness?  
 
 
INDIVIDUAL DISCOVERY 
 
What is Verse four speaking of? Please give reasons for your answer. 
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