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Change of Format  
   

Improving Health  
   

Welcome  to the new and 

improved (I hope) family 

and friends newsletter. I 

have a new computer and 

so I thought why not 

update everything else as 

well? So that is what I 

decided to do.  

ôThe Ramblings of Kevin õ 

has now reached volume 

31 ð though it is probably 

more correct to say issue 

31. With this newsletter it will 

appear more like a 

ôvolume, õ with the new 

format having more of the  

appearance of a 

newspaper  than a 

newsletter I suppose. Still, I 

hope y ou like it and that it 

proves to be of s ome value 

as I get more into it.  

It is certainly far easier to 

put together a newsletter 

of this format with the latest 

technology and computer 

software at your disposal. 

So although it may appear 

as though a lot of hard 

work has gone into putting 

this together, it is probably 

not quite as difficult as it 

appears.  

So instead of struggling on 

with Windows 98, Microsoft 

Works and the old -style 

desktop PC, I am now able 

to work with Windows Vista, 

Microsoft Office 2007 and a 

lap top. It is so much easier 

and far more convenient 

as I can work on pretty 

much anything and 

everything from my desk or 

from the top of a mountain 

in the bush.  

Anyhow, I hope y ou like the 

new format &  that you f ind 

it useful &  interesting. Drop 

me a line & let me know.  

Good news at last on the 

health front ð for me at 

least. I fi nally feel like my 

health is finally improving 

beyond small steps only. 

Now my health seems to 

be improving in leaps and 

bounds ð not that I õm 

prepared to say at this 

stage that I shouldn õt have 

any more troubles for some 

time. You can never say 

that , but it is looking far 

better than it did even a 

couple of weeks ago.  

The news is even better 

given the fact that I have 

been battling exhaustion 

with what is happening at 

work in relation to storm 

damage and the pressures 

of falling further and further 

beh ind as a result. With all 

that there has been no 

noticeable decline in my 

health, rather, there has 

been only continuing 

improvement. So I am very 

happy with my prog ress 

and very thankful to the 

Lord for it. The longer I go 

on without a relapse, the 

more likely it is that there 

will be a significant period 

where I am free of any 

really bad experiences with 

the sickness, not that I  am 

ever completely free of it.  

I might not be lifting 

weights or even 

bushwalking just yet, but 

these things may not be all 

that far away. I am ho ping 

to make progress in a 

healthy lifestyle following 

the scares I received in 

recent times with my CFS ð

related (Chronic Fatigue 

Syndrome)  issues. So 

pla nning a trip will soon 

begin I hope.  

Its Worth a Thought  

The recent June 8 -10, 2007, 

cyclone event in the 

Hunter V al ley and Central 

Coast has been estimated 

to be the third most 

expensive natural disaster 

in Australiaõs history. In 

terms of cost, only the 

Newcastle Earthquake and 

the Sydney Hail Storms of 

some years ago are 

thought to have cost more. 

This means that the  

damage bill has already 

surpassed that of Cyclone 

Larry in northern 

Queensland of a few years 

ago and of Cyclone 

Tracey which devastated 

Darwin back in the 

seventies.  

The region is still struggling 

to get back on its feet 

following the devastating 

storm a nd those that have 

followed in its wake.  

The Headlines  

Change of Format  1 

Improvin g Health  1 

My Blog 2 

Reading?  3 

Work 4 

Other Stuff  4 

Learning Again  5 



 

The Ramblings of Kevin ð Kevinõs Family and Friends Letter: Volume 031  

Page 2 of 6 

 

2 

 

 

  

 

My Blog: Random Thoughts 
   

 
   

   

 

 

For those folks with Internet 

access I õm sure you are 

well aware of the 

increasing prevalence of 

ôBlogsõ on the Web. It 

seems that these are now 

the most accepted means 

of sharing one õs life with the 

world, especially given the 

number of services on the 

Web willing to give people 

the space to do so.  

A Blog is an online diary or 

journal . Sometimes a Blog 

will contain the personal 

story of the Blogger or it 

may have the Blogger õs 

thoughts con c erning the 

political climate in his/her 

country.  It might simply be 

a way of sharing one õs 

poetry with the world or a 

means of sharing 

information, news or 

scientific advancements 

with others out there on the 

web. Jus t about anything 

and everything is shared 

via Blogs these days, 

including photos, videos 

and other types of media.  

As you would guess I too 

have a Blog and I call mine 

simply ôRandom Thoughts, õ 

the Blog being an avenue 

for me to express my 

random thoughts about all 

and sundry. You will 

sometimes get my thoughts 

on perso nal issues and then 

at other times a 

commentary on events 

taking place around me. 

On occasion there will be 

my views on certain 

theological issues, church 

practices or social trends, 

then on others there will 

simply be some funny story 

that took place at w ork or 

some other mundane 

happening that I wish to 

share with the world.  

In recent postings to my 

Blog there have been 

stories about pizzas and 

pizza outlets, Reformed 

Baptists and Paedobaptists, 

as we ll as updates on the 

recent storm situation in my 

area. So as you can see, 

there can be a whole 

range of topics  and a 

whole range of 

approaches even within 

the one Blog.  

Blogs also give the 

opportunity to those who 

happen along to actually 

share their thoughts on 

what they find in the Blog. 

These comments may 

prove to be quite useful (or 

not) and further  enhance 

the value of the Blog, and 

thereby the experience of 

other visitors to the Blog, as 

well as to the owner of the 

Blog. 

So if you do have an 

Internet connection but 

have no online presence, 

perhaps you might like to 

consider starting up a Blog. 

There are so many avenues 

open for people to get 

started  these days, without  

having to be a computer or 

Internet expert.  

On my web site, simply click 

on the ôKevinõs Placeõ link 

and then find your way to 

the Blog page . On that 

page you will find a link to 

my various Blog entries, as 

well as my latest Blog site ð 

but you will also find links to 

other Blogs I like, as well as 

a link to a place that gives 

Reformed Christians an 

opportunity to st art a Blog 

for themselves. On my 

ôRandom Thoughts õ Blog 

site, you will find an 

opportunity to start your 

own Blog via a link in the 

right column.  

If nothing else, at least pop 

along and have a look at 

my Blog ð you will find it at:  

http://bushman.tblog.com/  

All of my Blog entries at that 

site are accessible via the 

navigation column on the 

right, with links to every 

month that have I  have 

posted to the Blog.  

While visiting my Blog, feel 

free to leave a comment or 

two concerning any of the 

posts you find there. I do 

remove comments tha t I 

deem unacceptable, 

which is to say those that 

are full of bad language or 

the like.  

 

òBlogs also give the 

opportunity to those who 

happen along to actually 

share their thoughts on 

what they find in the 

Blog.ó 
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So what am I reading at the moment? This is a 

reasonable question, especially given that I do read a 

lot.  However, given the fact that I am pretty flat out at 

the moment I õm not actively reading a real lot 

currently, though I do hope to be able to resume my 

various reading projects, adding content t o my web 

site, etc.  

I haven õt even been buying a lot of books lately either, 

which is a bit of a change. I do need another 

bookcase and probably somewhere  to put it ~ so not 

buyin g too many books at the moment is probably a 

good thing.  

There are plenty of books that I have here that I am 

keen to read  ~ I just need the time to do so. Hopefully 

toward the end of the coming week I õll be able to 

have some time available  and again make some 

useful progress in my reading schedule J  

There is plenty of work to be done in getting new 

reading content onto my web site, but am getting 

there. By visiting the web si te and making your way via 

the library link on the particularbapist.com home page, 

you will get to a whole heap of content avail able. On 

the front page of the web site there are links to all of 

the latest uploads, including various titles by Gardiner 

Spring (The Attraction of the Cross & The Distinguishing 

Traits of Christian Character), as well as sermons by 

Hugh Latimer and a bio graphy on Latimer.  

There is also plenty of reading material over at the 

ôKevinõs Family ð Online History Site,õ which is easily 

acceptable via the particularbaptist.com home page 

by following the link on the left hand side in the 

navigatio n column. Here you go to the library 

articles/library link to find a whole heap of content of 

an historical nature.  

There is no shortage of reading material available on 

my web sites and more is being added all of the time.  

As for me, I recently bought some new systematic 

theologies that I am trying to work through and at the 

same time update some st udies on the 1689 London 

Baptist Confession of Faith. I am finding this a most 

rewarding experience and hope to be able to retur n to 

these studies soon.  

I have also been reviewing the studies in Romans and 

Genesis, as well as working on the Isaiah studies. It has 

been a long time since these studies were first 

delivered, so I õm taking the opportunity to review them 

and get them updated on the web site as well. The 

Genesis studies ground to a halt a year or so ago, so 

Iõm working through them again in order to restart them 

where I finished. I õm quite looking forward to getting 

started on new material again.  

I have been reading the Hugh Latimer biography again 

and once again it is proving a mighty encouragement. 

The Memoir and Writing s of Andrew Fuller are also 

proving a blessing to me. Both of these works are slowly 

but surely being put on the web site.  

I have really been enjoying the sermons by Hugh 

Latimer, which I am also putting on the web site. These 

are proving to be what I need just at the moment, even 

though they are not what anyone would call brilliant I 

imagine. However, they are proving u seful to me and I 

am sure they were more than useful to those that were 

escaping the bondage of Roman Catholicism back in 

the ea rly days of the English Reformation.  
 

Above 1 -  Hugh Latimer  
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Other Stuff  
    

 

Well, there are  plenty of 

other things happening 

around the place and the 

country. Not all of these 

things are able to be 

discussed here of course.  

My good friend Faye is 

going to get married on the 

1st October 2007 according 

to the last update I 

received. I õm hoping to get 

over there for that, though 

itõs a bit of an even bet at 

this stage as the saying 

goes. I really do want  to 

get there however ð itõs in 

Western Australia, so that õs 

a good many thousands of 

kms away. Perhaps I õll pass 

Toni on the way if she 

begins the Nullabor Plain 

walk by then J 

Faye, a ll the best  by the 

way  ~ I hope all is going 

well with the preparations 

for the wedding and I hope 

Michael is being good to  

you still. How is life all the 

way up there in the 

Kimberley at the minute?  

Work continues on as 

always ~ very busy. We 

have been working away 

almost constantly on storm 

damage since the June 8 -

10 cyclone. There has been 

quite a lot of damage at 

work, with over 90 trees 

now requiring attention in 

some form or anot her, a 

five -wing hostel that 

requires a replacement 

roof (having lost all o f the 

large skylights  and having a 

multitude of severe and 

minor leaks through the 

roof. This same building also 

suffered some flooding 

during the st orm event and 

has since sustained further 

damage in follow -up storm 

events) and other buildings 

with minor damage.  

Hopefully we can catch up 

with other matters in the 

near future, with very little 

work having been done in 

the grounds since jus t prior 

to the storm event.  There is 

a multitude of tasks 

awaiting our attention and 

we are hoping to  get back 

onto these next week.  

This lap top should  also help 

me in catching up with 

loads of paper work and 

the like, as I have fallen 

miles behind over the last 

month or so.  

I think it is fair to say that this 

is the busiest we have ever 

been ~ and we have been 

very busy for almost the 

entire last two  or more 

years. 

Some very good news at 

work is that the 

approximately $10 million 

dollar building project is 

finally drawing to a close ~ 

howeve r, it wouldn õt be this 

particular building project if 

it didn õt continue to be 

behind schedule. Again the 

builders are dragging the 

chain, failing once again to 

meet a deadline. Still, it 

shouldn õt be much more 

than a month away until 

we can finally begin to look 

at moving into the 

buildings.  

Of course, all this work will 

finish just in time for the 

Spring-Summer rush of 

outdoor work, as well as 

further refurbishment w orks, 

etc. There seems no end, 

no matter how much I try to 

convince myself that things 

are slowing down.  

 

Above 2 -  Some Fun in the Storm  

Below  ð Storm Damage  
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Learning Again  
   

 

My grandfather is moving 

camp. He is moving from 

Tanilba Bay  at port 

Stephens, to Raymond 

Terrace ; from a home to a 

caravan park ~ wouldn õt 

be my cup of tea, but he 

seems to be happy with the 

de cision from what I can 

gather. It seems like most of 

the clan are moving in  that 

direction.  

Iõd like to give everyone 

some good news 

concerning another friend 

(or perhaps past friend is 

more accurate), but she 

doesn õt talk to me 

anymore, so I don õt know 

how sh e is ~ w hich is not to 

say that I wish her  ill, for I 

most certainly do n ot. I 

think that , sadly , there are 

partings that are not 

always agreeable to both 

parties in life and you just 

have to live with it and 

move on. So tha t is what 

Iõm doing in this case, 

though most certainly I 

have lost my best friend I 

think. So not all news in this 

letter is good news ~  is it 

ever??? Probably not.  

Having been extremely 

busy with work and 

suffering the effects of that 

in my body, it has been 

difficult to get to church ð 

but I am hoping to get 

there tomorrow. However, 

a lot depends on just how I 

pull up tomorrow, being still 

extremely exhausted. I jus t 

don õt want to get into the 

rut of not going to church 

again if I can help it. The 

problem is, that with CFS, I 

am likely to simply n od off 

as soon as it starts while I 

am this tired.  Going to bed 

early is not the answer by 

the way ð just in case there 

are still some folks out there 

who think CFS is just a 

sleeping thing.  

For those who haven õt 

heard yet ð the Pasha 

Bulker is finally away from 

Nobby õs Beach, which 

means we shouldn õt be 

gearing about it for too 

much longer I hope ð even 

though it is now in the 

harbor  getting repaired.  

Having taught myself from 

scratch how to use a 

computer a number of 

years ago now, it is a little 

frustrating to find myself 

having to learn again how 

to use a computer. Having 

said that though , learning 

how to use Windows Vista is 

not as difficult as I thought 

it was going to be. Being 

use to using Windows 98 

and then to a smaller 

degree Windows XP , 

moving ac ross to Vista 

hasnõt been too difficult at 

all. 

Thus far Iõve found the 

migration to Windows Vista 

to be a good experience 

and even though it is only 

day two of the new 

computer, I õm certainly not 

missing Windows 98 let me 

tell you. There have been 

no issues with Vista at all 

and the fear of an odd 

issue or two seems a silly 

reason not to go to Vista if 

you can.  

I expected  there to be the 

odd problem with trying to 

get connected to the 

Internet, that is, configuring 

Internet Explorer and 

Outlook wi th my current 

Internet Service Provider, 

but Vista pretty much took 

care of all of that for me, 

without there being even 

an appe arance of a hitch. 

Relief was truly my thoughts 

there and now I expect a 

pretty clear run.  

The only hurdle that I now 

have is how to keep the 

web site work progressing 

without my favorite web 

editor on the new 

computer.  I think I will need 

to keep doing that on the 

old computer until I can 

get a Vista version of it and 

then there will be no 

holding me back.  

Office 2007 has the ability 

to keep Word 2003 

documents in the same file 

set up, so no conflicts there.  

òGoing to bed early is not 

the answer by the way ð 

just in case there are still 

some folks out there who 

think CFS is just a sleeping 

thing .ó 

 

Above 3 ð The 

Pasha Bulker  
 



 

The Ramblings of Kevin ð Kevinõs Family and Friends Letter: Volume 031  

Page 6 of 6 

 

6 

 

 

 

Web Site Addresses  
   

 
   

 

 

To visit my web sites, visit:  

Particularbaptist. com at:   http://particularbaptist.com  

Kevinõs Family ð Online History Site http://particularbaptist.com/matthewshistory/index.html  

Kevinõs Wilderness Journeys   http://kevinswilderness.com  

Random Thoughts (Blog)   http://bushman.tblog.com/  

There are several other sites as well, but all of the lesser sites are accessible from the navigation 

columns on the home page o f particularbaptist.com, kevinswilderness.com and Kevin õs Family ð 

Online History Site. These other sites include Ausquaria (my aquarium site), Kevin õs Horticulture 

and The Nutter õs Place.  

Feel free to pass on any comments you might have.  

 

Kevin Matthews  

27 Middle Street  

Cardiff , NSW, 2285 

Australia  

 

E-mail  

kevin.here@bigpon d.com  

 

 

Weõre on the Web! 

See us at:  

particularbaptist.com  
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