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Its Worth a Thought

The bushfire season is upon
us once again and it is
generally regarded as
having arrived early this
year. However, | think we
are falling a little behind in
our pronouncement as to
when the season actually
begins. When you consider
the continuing effect of the
current drought (climate
change | think) and
climate change, you
cannot but help think that
the official bushfire season
should perhaps begin at
the start of September,
especially given that there
have been fires burning
around the place
throughout that particular
month J
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FAMI LY & FRIENDS NEWSLETTER by

| have now been working
at my new job for about a
month and people
continue to ask me about
where | work, so | thought |
might talk about that for a
while. The Tea Gardens
Grange is a retirement
resort for over 55s at Tea
Gardens, in the Port
Stephens area. It is a 70
minute drive to work, as
well as a 70 minute drive
back from work each day.
This may appear as a long
day and | suppose it is,
however it is nowhere near
as long as my days were in

Kevin

my previous job, so for me
the drive to and from work
is quite easy and
enjoyable. When | finish for
the day, | actually finish
work for the day ~ which is
quite a change for me
(and welcome).

My role is really quite
simple, which again is quite
the contrast from
previously. | am a gardener
at 6The Grange
great to be working in
some extremely well kept
grounds. | will be putting
some pictures of the village
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in upcoming newsletters,
which will give everyone a
very good idea of the
environment in which | am
working. In short there are
some 16 stages within the
vilage, a number of lakes
and ponds complete with
water lilies, water birds and
small fish. The village is
surrounded by bushland
and the variety of wild life
at the village is testament
to this fact & Blue Tongues,
goannas, native  birds,
dingoes and wallabies
have all been seen in the
last month J

LEFT: Various views
from  Coorabakh
National Park

Clockwise from
top left: Ascending
Big Nellie;  Wild
Flowers; Newby &
Creek and View
from Flat Rock
Lookout.
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Web Sites

Work has been moving
along, even if a little slowly,
on most of the web sites in
the last couple of weeks.
There have been some
updates on the Wilderness
Journeys site, with several
new national parks added,
along with various photos,
including those of
Coorabakh National Park o
which | visited last
weekend.

Visit the site at:
http://kevinswilderness.com

Holiday Plans

It will probably be some
time until | can get away
on a proper holiday &
which 18dm pl an
to Kakadu and Western
Australia, should all go
according to plan. In the
mean time | 0&l°]1
few small trips and
camping holidays around
the region, trying to visit all
of the national parks and
nature reserves that |
havenodt yet

The Aussie Outpost site has
been moving along a little
as well, though there is
always far more to do then
not. | have begun to add
Andrew Murray
Mc Cheyneds Bi bl
Calendar to the site and
this is available through the
Library section of the site
(Daily Devotionals).

Visit Aussie Outpost at:
http://particularbaptist.co
m

In the next couple of weeks

especially. | am slowly
making my way through
them 6 at least in the
surrounding area. | do have
a long term goal of visiting
every national park and
nature reserve in New
South Wales, as well as
completing every walk
within them & and then
some. | would like to carry
this goal across to the
national level, but this is
l ooking pretty

| should complete work on
Spurgeonds Mo r
Evening, as well as
Mc Cheyneds Bibl
Cal endar . ngd
have a PDF file of the
Calendar available in the
near future as well
Eventually all of the Bible
readings for the calendar
will be just a click away
direct from the calendar
via the various links J

have to say & not that |
havenot al reat
quite a number around the
country.

| am planning my next trip
at the moment and this
should take place within
the next couple of weeks,
all going according to plan
of course. Bushfires may
have an impact on this
schedule of course J

ABOVE:

Vi ew
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Early this week another
uncle on my fat
the family died. You may
remember that one of my
uncles died a couple of
months ago 8 so this will be
the second in three
months. What this also
means is that 3 of 6 siblings
are now dead on my
fatherds side.

| have to admit that |
wasndt too surg
the news in one sense, but
in another | was dtil
surprised to hear of his
death. The funeral will
probably be on the
Wednesday of next week &
it is unl i kely
get there.

On a brighter note, little
Lachlan is about to have a
bithday &6 so happy
birthday Lachlan. His party
is on next Saturday at
Tinonee. So what wil the
littl e fella g
just have to wait and see 0
as will he.

What a great surprise to get
a phone call from Larissa
the other day 6 good to
hear from you. Enjoy your
holiday in Queensland over
the next couple of weeks
and dondt com
hitched. How sad that our
little dmarriage pland got
called off 8 ha ha ha. Now
that will do it for you Larry.

Michelle should be back to
work soon after a little
holiday 6 all the best with
that. Have you got your
roof fixed yet???

As for news from other
outposts of the &evin

Appreciation Club,dthere is
litle to report. | havend&
had a lot of contact with
some folks for one reason
or another 8 maybe they
left the club? Who knows?

From time to time you think
about those people who
have meant a bit to you in
the past and just wonder
what is going on with them.
| know | think a fair bit
about that sort of think &
doesnd do me a lot of
good | have to admit. |
have been thinking about
several people a bit lately
actually 60 and it hasn&
really done me a lot of
good. Someone once told
me to dnove on,6 which is
good advice, but difficult
to actually do. There
certainly isn& any point
getting depressed about
that which you can do
nothing about, yet | often
find myself trying to figure
out ways to do something,
to make things better, etc.
It is a terribly punishing bit
of self-torture when you are
me let me tell you.

Anyhow, if you havend
been in touch for a bit,
please send off an email or
something 0 |&d dearly love
to hear from you. You
might just save me from
beating myself up a little.

During the week it is difficult
for me to keep up with
emails, etc 8 due to work
and travel requirements. |
will try and keep in touch,
especially on the week
endsJ

ABOVE: Newby & Caves

The big day has been and
gone as far as | am aware
0 and | am also very
disappointed that |
c oul dbedaver there to

join in the mariage
celebrations. Yes, | am
tal king about

- congratulations to you
and Michael, and all the
best for the future.

[ dondt know M
0 but | do know you, which
means | can only say this 8
6 Mi ¢ h aaul got ypurself
a fine girl there so look after
her-sheds the b
for all those folk out there,
who may be suspicious of
my comments, please note
that Faye didni
say that. | do believe her to
be a great girl and a very
dear friend who means a
lot to me.

Now Faye, | have no idea
when | can get over that
way to catch up and | am
very disappointed to have
been unable to get over
that way for the wedding.
If you can be kind to me
and send me a copy of
your celebrations (on DVD
o0 | only have DVD these
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days) or s ome
be more than happy to
pay for the priviege of
being 6invol ve
happy celebration, even
though it be in so lame a
manner.

Now, in the ne
be sending something over
your way for yourself and
Michael, so youdl |
keep a look out for that.

Where should | send it
too???
So I dm thinki

praying for you and
sending over happy vibes
and thoughts ~ all the best
to you both again and
congratulations!!! J



Last weekend | travelled to
the relatively nearby
Coorabakh National Park,
which is to the north-east of
Gloucester and north of
Taree. The park is a fairly
rugged wilderness area,
which is dominated by
sever al ® Nharhdlyi
Littte Nellie (see picture
below), Big Nellie and Flat
Nel I i e. Al | of
are of course mountain
peaks.

Throughout this newsletter
there are pictures of the
national park and my trip
last weekend. It was good
to once again be able to
hit the bush and do a bit of
bushwalking 8 as well as
s ome 6 cl i-nob sortsg
anyway 0 up Big Nellie.
One of the highlights of the
trip was the walk along
Newbyds Creek

several caves that follow
the mountain creek on its
journey through the
rainforest. The walk along
Newbyds Creek

easy and pleasant,
especially if it is a hot day 6
itdos verl yin
rainforest when contrasted
with the surrounding areas.

theo

Whether you want to get
away for just the day or
have an extended
camping trip (there is a
camping area in the
adjoining state forest),
Coorabakh National Park is
well worth a visit. The drive
through the park along the
0Forest Dri ved
road, but it is a relatively
well kept road and there
are no real hazards apart
from the occasional
branch that you need to
move off the road. The
major sites in the park can
all be visited and walked
within the limits of a day,
including the climb to the
top of Big Nellie.

Climbing Big Nellie can be
more than a bit tricky, with
the ascent of the peak
being along the rock face
with no path to follow,
safety chains, etc. So the
really fit and experienced
walker/climber should
attempt the climb to the
top & with a good pair of
shoes, which is always my
downfall J

ABOVE: Little Nellie 8 Coorabakh National Park

My brother will no doubt be
very disappointed that the
Storm won the Grand Final
last weekend. But the best
team for two years running
won, so that is about right
to me.

| have a little to celebrate
with Parramatta winning
Premier League, being the
runnerd up in Jersey Flegg
and getting to the play off
final with Melbourne in First
Grade ¢ so not a bad year
for the Eels. Next year the
Eels will be looking to go
further in First Grade, as well
as in Jersey Flegg.

Bushfires are about already
this fire season, with smoke
from the Port Stephens fires
being very noticeable at
work and especially on my
drive to and from work. It is
looking like another bad
fire season, so take care in
the bush.

Is there anyone actually
planning a trip away into
the bush this Spring and/or
Summer? If so, where are
you off to? |&d love to hear
from you and your
experiences in the bush.

| know of some friends who
are supposed to be
roughing it next week din a
caravan park, so that
hardly counts. At least it&%
an introduction to roughing
itl suppose.

National Parks NSW has
had a litle more Iland
transferred into the national
parks system in this state
over the last week & so that
is always welcome news.
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Mind you it does make my
goal of \visiting every
national park and doing
every walk in them a little
more difficult to achieve,
but that& fine with me.

| read in the paper over the
last week or so of a guy in
the USA who died while
boating & he drowned |
believe. What happened?
He fell overboard while
trying to avoid a jumping
fish - it&s true.

Also in the USA a guy got a
litte annoyed when the
house he wanted to buy
wasn& going to be sold to
him. So what did he do? He
cut the house in half with a
power saw 8 all the way
around at about waist
height | believe. Now that
really is sour grapes isnd it?

Why is it that all of the weird
stories come out of the
USA? OK, a little unfair to
be US friends perhaps. On
the other hand you do
have George Bush as
president 8 now he is one
funny guy. | just love
listening to some of his
speeches 6 does he have
any idea what he is talking
about by the way? The
bloopers he comes out with
are brilliant some times J
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Kevin Matthews Web S|te Addl’eSSGS

28 Rye Crescent
Gloucester, NSW, 2422
Australia

To visit my web sites, visit:

Particularbaptist.com at: http://particularbaptist.com

Kevi nd s d®rdinaiHistgry Site http://particularbaptist.com/matthewshistory/index.htmil
Mobile Kevindéds Wil der nes s httbd/uavinseiiderness.com
0437 593 730 Random Thoughts (Blog) http://bushman.tblog.com/

There are several other sites as well, but all of the lesser sites are accessible from the navigation
N columns on the home page of particularbaptist.c

mal 3 Online History Site. These other sites include Ausquaria (my aquariumsit e ) , Kevi nds

KevinWMatthews@bigpon and The Nutterds Pl ace.
d.com

Feel free to pass on any comments you might have.

nrbcpastorkev@yahoo.co

m.au Stop Press 0 Last Minute News

Friends, please keep in

touch. Pass on your email None.
address for regular
contact.

ABOVE: View from Flat Rock Lookout o Flat Nellie 6 Coorabakh National Park

| 8 an the Web!
See me at:
particularbaptist.com
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