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Its Worth a Thought

How is it that so many
people seem unable or
unwilling to actually listen
to what someone is telling
them? Just lately | seem to
be constantly going back

over what | have been
saying

60l i stenerdé did

because the

said 8 why? Because they
were too busy trying to
their
story or viewpoint, blurt out

interject  with own

what they believed | was
trying to say, etc.

Just shut up and listen will
yalll
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On Friday night just gone, |
attended a retirement
party for an employee of
Hawkins Masonic Village

(where | used to work) &
Barbara. It was a low -key

social get together for staff
from Hawkins, giving them
an opportunity to wish
Barbara well in retirement
had received an invite to
attend and thought it
a good opportunity to see
friends from Hawkins, as
well as an opportunity to
wish Barbara well myself.

So | travelled down to

The weekend before the
one just gone, there was a
major thunderstorm event
in Gloucester which
resulted in areas of
localised flooding.

Following the storm which
dumped almost 70mm in
an hour, | went for a drive
around the local
There were some local
country roads that had
water across them and the
Avon River was rapidly
reaching minor flood levels.

area.

According to the local
paper (the  Gloucester
Advocate) there were

was
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ABOVE: The retiree (in red) - Barbara

Newcastle after work on
Friday and then drove

several local bridges that
were closed because they

were covered in flood
waters, including one on
the Cobark River. There
were reports of some flood
damage in outlying areas,

though | am unsure as to
what extent (probably
pumping equipment and

the like).

In the C opeland area there
were a number of landslips.

However, to put the
flooding here in
perspective it was very
insignificant in contrast to
that further north around
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back to Gloucester after
the party J

the Tweed, Richmond, etc.

It was also fairly minor for
Gloucester, where it is not
unusual to have significant
flooding of low lying areas

surrounding Gloucester.

This was my first experience
of flooding in the
Gloucester area while living
here, though certainly not
the worst flooding | have
been caught up in (the
June 2007 long weekend
storm even t in the
Newcastle area holds that
honour) J
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ABOVE: Particularbaptist.com
News and Prayer Letter

ol have been de
piecing together the new

6Particul arbapt
News and Praye
The first issue should be

available in the next week

some time . 6

| have been working on
several things over the last
couple of weeks in relation
to the particularbaptist
.com site. | have been
getting the Robert Murray
McCheyne Bible Reading
Calendar onto the site, as
well as the King James
Bible. The result of this work
is that when you click on
the reading for the day, it
will lead you to that
chapter of the Bible,
allowing access to not only
the calendar but the
Scriptures as well.

| have been doing some
preliminary work on putting
Philip Doddri dg¢
and Progress of Religion in
the Sould onto
as well, but this will still be a
little way off at this stage.
None -the -less | am hopeful
of having this online during
the early part of 2008

| have also been designing
and piecing together the
new OParticul a
News and Praye
The first issue should be
available in the next week
some time. This newsletter
will replace the older Wider
Church Prayer Letter. The
newsletter will be available

to subscribers in pdf format
and the archives will be
available on the web site.

| am not sure at this stage
just how regularly the
newsletter will be issued,
though | am leaning
towards it being a monthly
one at this stage J

ABOVE: Louise, Trish and Emily at the Retirement Party

il S W

ABOVE: Sheree at the Retirement Party
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-lrrent News

There seems very little to tell by way of current news at
the moment, so there will probably be very little to add
here.

Things at Tea Gardens Grange are very busy for the
grounds staff, especially given the increased rainfall
and temperatures of late. Everything seems to be
growing rapidly and so there is a lot of work to b e done
in maintaining the grounds to their usual high standard.
Still, working flat out is good and | like it, especially as
the day is soon over and that without any boredom,

etc. So the working life is pretty good at the moment.

In the last week the rain  has continued and flooding is
now occurring throughout western Queensland,
especially along the Warego River. Not on the same
par as the flooding in those areas, yet there was some
minor flooding around Tea Gardens on Friday, with
water across the road in  several places on the road
into town.

ABOVE: TOPd Lachlan playing with a plane (Christmas
present). BELOW 8 Andrew playing with his flip car
(Christmas present) while Lachlan watches on.

The journey to work on the Friday morning was not easy
with very torrential rain along the pacific highway.

At the moment | am staying at Tinonee (near Taree) for
a couple of weeks at my obomet
of that renowned pirate, oLa

ABOVE & BELOW: Some of the action in the local
Gloucester cricket competition.

ABOVE: Looking down on Gloucester from a lookout on
the way out of town towards Taree on the Bucketts Way
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ABOVE: My mother, Alf (her husband) and my
grandfather(m ot her ds si de)

ABOVE: Lachlan playing with his pirate ship
(and his dad)

So what does one get up
to in Gloucester on the
weekend? Well, not a lot to
be honest.

Most weekends for an hour
or so, | head off to the local
cricket fields with my lap
top and do a bit of work on

it (which | am doing right

now). In these summer
months there is usually a
game of cricket involving
local teams. | am yet to see
anythi ng that resembles
strong competitive cricket
and usually it involves
scoring at about 1 run an
over & dreadfully boring
and generally pathetic. Still,

The Grace Baptist Mission in
Ghana continues its work
throughout the country.
There is plenty happening
and plenty of needs to be
met.

The mission is building a
school and currently needs

$5000 US to complete the
first floor of its schooling
project. The mission is
hoping to set up a school

for  pre -school children
through to high school.

They are also hoping to
build a seminary.

The church building in
Accra requires re -roofing
and funds are required to
do this.

In northern Ghana the
mission has been given
land on which the local

believers are constructing a

church building. The mission
requires funds to put a roof
on this building.

Other needs required by
the mission are funds to
purchase a reliable vehicle

which will allow the mission
to reach evangelistic fields

further out in Ghana. Rising
fuel costs are also a

the locals appear to be
enjoying themselves and
that is the most important
thing.

| have considered coming
out of retirement to play
cricket again, however
there is little inspiring in
what | have seen and |
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concern.

There are plenty of
financial needs to be met,

but the evangelistic
outreach ministry in Ghana
continues as the Lord
supplies the needs of the
mission. If you are able to
assist the work in a financial
way, please let me know
and we can arrange the

means to do so.

ABOVE: Dedication service
6 12 December 2007

ABOVE: Family Enrichment
Seminar

Visit the web site at:

http://www.gracebaptistmi
ssionahana.ora J

would quickly become

bored with the level of

cricket here 0 better to stay
retired and not re -injure
several problematic areas

of my now aging body

(torn rotator cuffs and

several minor back injuries |
regularly aggravate) J


http://www.gracebaptistmissionghana.org/
http://www.gracebaptistmissionghana.org/

