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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

My interest in family history and genealogy was born from my general interest in 

history and in particular that of Australian history. I have found it quite fascinating to 

reflect on questions like, óhow did those in my family react to the foundation of the 

Commonwealth during the days of Oliver Cromwell and the demise of the Puritans 

during the time of the Restoration and Charles II? What was life like for Samuel 

Lilley during those early days of pioneering in the Port Stephens area of New South 

Wales? Just what part did my early ancestors play in the Reformation and in the great 

cause of Protestantism?ô These and many other questions began to intertwine the two 

areas in my mind and now I cannot escape the pull of either area of historical study 

without thinking of the other. 

 

It was not until my late grandfather (Arthur Matthews) suggested a óMatthews Family 

Museumô that I began to seriously become interested in my own family history. 

Certainly I mocked my grandfatherôs suggestion, for I knew of my familyôs recent 

history and knew there was little hope of co-operation for such a museum (though I 

am sure it was my grandfatherôs hope that such a thing would bring feuding family 

members back together again - a hope which ended only with his death). There was 

also the difficulty of my grandfather actually disposing of many items of familial 

historical interest to museums and the like in England, yet the seed was sown for 

something of my grandfatherôs vision to be created. 

 

When my interest in the Internet was finally sparked (through ownership of a 

computer for the local church I was pastoring at the time) and with the beginning of 

an online identity associated with the now defunct óNorthlakes Reformed Baptist 

Church (NRBC),ô an avenue opened for me whereby I could create a modified version 

of my grandfatherôs vision. So was born óKevinôs Online Family History Site (now 

Kevinôs Family - History Site).ô 

 

Since those early days I have received invaluable help from both sides of my family, 

with my uncle (Norman Lilley) and my aunt (Joan Matthews) providing me with great 

quantities of materials with which to begin my research. These materials have given 

me a great platform from which to launch my research, the web site and now this 

book. Some parts of this book will appear very similar to that of my uncleôs (Norman 

Lilley) own work in publishing the familyôs history and this is generally because a lot 

of our familyôs history can no longer be traced. Therefore those early works are the 

only resources available from which to glean useful information and I am indebted to 

my uncle and his research. 

 

I am no peddler of anything new, just an echo of what has already passed. I see myself 

as a sort of custodian of my familyôs history, being in a unique position to collect and 

record information before it is lost forever. This is particularly true of my familyôs 

history in Australia (which is the area of my greatest concern) and on the Matthews 

side in particular. Another generation is beginning to pass away and in many respects 

that generation is the last to hold accurate accounts and information on my family and 

its associated history in this country. If it is not collected now, it will not be able to be 

passed on to future generations. 
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But it is not only family reservoirs of information that will soon be lost. Historically 

significant information and resources are in the process of being lost throughout 

Australia. Examples of these declining resources are our Australian cemeteries, 

especially in the area of Australia where most of my ancestors settled and sunk their 

roots. These cemeteries are in the main deteriorating fast, with headstones rapidly 

becoming unreadable and vandalised, having been long left to indifference, isolation 

and solitude. It has been my goal to collect as much of these fading historical 

resources in digital form as possible, for those in the future with interest in family 

history will soon be unable to access these records and resources in any truly valuable 

form. Already much of our historical record has been destroyed and forgotten, with 

settlement locations lost, buildings and other material structures destroyed and all 

without any photographic record, etc. 

 

Yet it is not out of familial interest alone that I am pursuing my family history. I am in 

many respects an Australian patriot of an especial kind. My patriotism stems from my 

Christian heritage, a heritage I trace not to my parents (though both profess 

Christianity) but to my spiritual forebears, both in Europe and in the early New South 

Wales colony. I am of the Evangelical Calvinist mould, of the type (though not of the 

quality) exhibited in John Calvin, John Knox, Charles Spurgeon and in this country, 

Richard Johnson and Samuel Marsden. Now I find myself in the position of being one 

who would most certainly be classified as a Calvinist of the Baptist persuasion 

(Particular Baptist), yet not necessarily closely tied with todayôs Reformed Baptist 

movement (certainly as it exists in this country). My óbreedô is further back in history, 

being on the non-conformist side of historical Baptist persuasion at about the time of 

the forming of the 1689 Second London Baptist Confession of Faith. My ties to 

Reformed thought and practice are far closer to those of my persuasion around the 

time of my earliest traceable forbears in both England and Australia - and it is with 

great interest that I am able to find traces of historical reformed faith in some of my 

earliest known ancestors (in Australia it is often of Methodist persuasion). 

 

So my interest in genealogy is both historical and theological - a tracing of my 

familyôs historical footprint in this world, as well as an interest in my spiritual 

heritage and those of my family who also feature in it. 

 

Whatever the reason you may be reading this book, I hope it inspires you to further 

research in our familyôs history and reflection upon where our family has come from, 

where it has been and also to where it is going. 

 

If you would like to see more photos and/or family history articles, visit my web site 

at http://particularbaptist.com/matthewshistory/index.html  

 

 

http://particularbaptist.com/matthewshistory/index.html
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1. A STUDY IN NAMES 
 

 

What is a name? A ónameô is a word used to identify something in distinction from 

something else. The following definition comes from the óChambersô Encyclopaediaô 

of 1880. 

 

 
NAME  (Sax. nama, Ger. name, Lat. nomen, Gr. onoma), the word by which a particular 

person or thing is signified in distinction from other persons or things. A name attached 

to a person is called a proper name. Names distinguishing one individual from another 

have been in use from the earliest ages of human society.ô (1) 

 

 

The use of Christian names or first names as we know them today became popular 

from the time of the Reformation in England, especially with the rise of Protestantism 

and the Puritan movement. The Evangelical Puritans were determined to be known by 

names within a Christian context (either glorifying God or of Scriptural origin), hence 

the term óChristian Name.ô Prior to this period, with the arrival of Christianity in 

England, names were often taken from the Bible. Before the arrival of Christianity 

names were taken from local deities, employment, personal characteristics, etc. The 

use of two or more Christian names only became common in the 1800s. 

 

Families began to use fixed surnames from about the tenth century. They first appear 

in the Normandy region of France and following William the Conquerorôs victory in 

1066, they were introduced into England. They began to be used in Scotland around 

the 12th century. The nobles were the first to adopt surnames, followed much later by 

the common. By the end of the fourteenth century surnames were commonplace 

through all classes in England. 

 

The main reason for this (other then Norman fashion) was the rapid growth of 

population and the necessity of identifying one individual from another bearing the 

same first name. How could one William be separated from another William, 

especially given the commonality of the name William (and other Christian names)? 

Perhaps the first William came from a small village known as óLilley,ô while the 

second was also from Lilley and the son of a certain individual known as Matthew. 

The first may have become William from Lilley - William Lilley, while the second 

William Matthews, being the son of Matthew.  

 

Surnames were often derived from localities (locative) and natural features 

(topographic), with someone living near a Marsh becoming known as such and such 

óMarsh,ô etc. Others became known by way of their employment (metonymic), such 

as óKnight.ô Others were derived from the names of their individual parents, being 

either ópatronymicô - from the father, or ómetronymicô - from the mother. Such names 

include óAlanson,ô being the son of Alan and óOô Neil,ô being the grandson of Neil. 

Still others came from nicknames and insults (names known as ósobriquetsô), such as 

óRauber,ô from being a robber. There is now thought to be in excess of 40 000 

surnames in Britain. 

 

Surnames began to become heriditary about the time of William the Conqueror and 

this heriditary custom was complete by the close of the fourteenth century. 
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The practice of adopting the spouseôs surname is not altogether the same throughout 

the world. In some countries the name of the spouse is simply appended to the 

surname, while in others the wifeôs surname is adopted rather than the husbandôs as is 

common practice with English speaking nations. 

 

In earlier times it was quite common for children to adopt a different surname to that 

of the parent, making it almost impossible to trace oneôs family line too far back. 

Present day practice makes it much more difficult to change a name, with most happy 

to keep the surname given to them by virtue of their descent. 

 

There are also a host of variant spellings for most surnames, usually because of poor 

literacy skills in earlier centuries, with pronunciation of names being far more 

important than their spelling. It wasnôt until about the middle of the eighteenth 

century that surnames became more stabilised in form. 

 

The most notable surname in my family on my motherôs side is of course the surname 

óLilley.ô Most notable, even though other surnames such as óBlanchô appear more 

numerous in my family history, because it is the name of my immediate maternal 

ancestors. On my fatherôs side it is of course Matthews. 

 

The surname óLilleyô appears to have been an ancient Anglo-Saxon surname derived 

from the very popular female name óElizabeth,ô which abounds not only in my family 

history over the last couple of centuries, but in most English genealogies. The 

surname in this case is known as a ómetronymic surname,ô which simply means it is 

derived from the name of the mother. 

 

Another possible deriviation of the name is that of being a resident of either Lilley in 

Herfordshire or of Lilly in Berkshire, Britain. It could also be traced back to northern 

France to what was once the fortress of Lille. For the surname to have been arrived at 

in this way it would make the name a óhabitation surnameô or a surname derived from 

the location from which the family originated. 

 

A possible beginning of the name Lilley in Britain is Robert De Lisle of Castle Lills 

(Normandy), France, who went to England with William the Conqueror in 1066. His 

descendants spread throughout the British Isles having various forms of the surname 

Lisle, including Lilley.  

 

The first instance in recorded history of a Lilley surname variant is that of an Alan 

Lilie in 1247. He lived in the county of Bedfordshire. Other early records include that 

of Hugh Lily of Lincolnshire, William Lely of Norfolk and Geoffrey Lilion of 

Bedfordshire. Thomas, son of Lylie is found in Yorkshire in 1296, Nicholas de 

Lilleye in London in 1342, and other Lilleys were to be found in Worcestershire, Fife 

and Peebles (the latter two in Scotland).  

 

William Lilly, an eminent grammarian, was born in 1468 and died in 1523. By 

direction of the King, his Latin grammar was used for 100 years in English schools. 

John Lilly or Lyly, an English dramatist, was born in 1553 and died in 1600. William 

Lilly, an English astrologist, was born in 1602 and died in 1681. In 1890, a census of 

British families in Ireland found over 627 people with the name Lilly (92% being in 

Ulster). 
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Many variants of the name Lilley developed throughout Britain. These included 

Lilley, Lily, Lillie, Lilie, Li ley, Lilly, Lylly, Lyley, Lylie, Lylly and Lyllie. These 

variations were even common for the same person, due to poor literacy rates, etc. 

Early records reveal many families of Lilley variations in diverse locations throughout 

Britain. Pronunciation of the surname varied less than the spelling of it. The spelling 

of the surname generally reflected the pronunciation of it. The pronunciations often 

changed with the localities. Lillie, Lilley, Lilly and other double óllô surnames were 

pronounced like the lily flower, Lil-lee. In France, Lilli was pronounced Lee-lee. 

Liley was pronounced Lie-lee. Lisle was pronounced Lee-ul in France and Lie-ul in 

England. 

 

Various individuals bearing a variant of the Lilley surname travelled to America from 

the 1600s on. These include the earliest recorded Lillie in America, Edward Lillie in 

1635 (to Virginia), Henry Lilley in 1642 (to Virginia), Richard Lilley in 1656 (to 

Virginia), John Lilie in 1738 (to Philadelphia) and James Lilley in 1774 (to Virginia). 

By 1984 Lilley was the 4042nd most popular surname in the United States. 

 

As you would expect there are a number of variations for the name óJenkinsonô as 

well, including Jenkin, Jenking, Jenkins, Jenkyns and Jonkinson. The surname 

probably originated by someone who was óthe son of John.ô 

 

The name Blanch seems to have had its origin in the French region of Normandy, 

having been introduced into England by fleeing Huguenot refugees in the 1500s. Its 

variants include Blaunch, Le Blanc, Blanc, Le Blan, Le Blanke, Blanch, etc. 

 

The first known variant in England is that of Le Blanke in 1544, with the first 

óBlanchô variant being recorded in 1619, being that of a Lazarus Blanch in London. 

Perhaps he is one of our familyôs earliest known forebears. Eventually the area of 

Kent and Sussex became populated with Blanch family members. 

 

The name óMatthewsô is of English origin and is thought to have developed from the 

English form of the Biblical name Matthew (Gr. Matthaios; Heb. Matityahu - gift 

from God), who was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus. It is a patronymic surname, 

having been originally given to óa son of Matthew,ô hence Matthews. There are a 

number of variants including Mathews, Matthew, Mathew, Mathiu, Matheus and 

Mathewes. The name can be found as far back as 1086 in the Domesday Book, having 

been a popular name throughout the Middle Ages. 

 

The name óMatthewsô rather than óMattheson,ô suggests an origin in the south of 

England, because a surname referring to one as óthe son of someoneô were generally 

different in the north and the south. In the north ó-sonô was used, while in the south it 

was usually just ó-s.ô Obviously an early ancestor was known simply as Matthew (and 

there were plenty of Matthewsô in the years before William the Conqueror). 

 

 

 
NOTES: 

 

(1) Chambersôs Encyclopaedia Volume VI; W. and R. Chambers; 1880; p. 653. 
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2. TRACES OF HISTORY THROUGH TO 

TODAY  
 

 

It will soon be seen by the discerning reader of this family history that the earliest 

traces of an individual family branch may not be as óearlyô as some of the other 

branches being traced. The reason for this is basically that of available information 

gathered to this point in the research and writing of my family history. Some lines 

have been traced back further than others and afford glimpses of family history to as 

far back as the 17th century, while others may only go as far back as the late 19th 

century. I trust the reader will understand the difficulties involved in compiling such 

an historical account within the limits of time available to me and that of available 

extant information. 

 

With our lives positioned in the fast paced 21st century, an accurate understanding of 

what life must have been like for our earliest ancestors recorded in this history must 

be almost impossible to grasp. We view the past through the eyes of those submerged 

in the experience of our hectic and highly technologically advanced (in contrast to the 

past) times. Looking back we see a time beyond our experiential comprehension. To 

live as they lived would be a rude awakening to just how good we do have it now. 

 

 

 
 

ABOVE: Members of the Jenkinson family at work in a quarry at Lambton 

 

 

Yet as we look back to by-gone times we are captivated and fascinated by patterns of 

life that will most likely never return. The ógood old daysô as we may think of them 

were anything but that as our ancestors passed through them, in many cases struggling 

to get by. Perhaps daily life was lived within the confines of a rude shack in the 

Australian bush with nothing but a dusty dirt floor that was quickly turned to oozing 

black mud with a clap of thunder overhead. Maybe a grandparent trudged off on a 

three mile journey (or more) through untamed wilderness on barely there tracks in 

order to attend a poorly equipped pioneering schoolhouse, only to return the same 
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way at the end of the dayôs lessons. Then there may have been the clearing of that 

virgin Eucalypt woodland so that a barely substantial meal might be had each day 

with the vain hope of making a little money for essentials or something special. Oh 

yes, the ógood old days!ô 

 

How did life begin for our ófamily branchesô in this wide dusty land we now know as 

Australia, a land that our pioneering ancestors may have known as New Holland, the 

colony of New South Wales or maybe even Australia? For some it was a wild 

rollicking adventure aboard a small sea-faring vessel known perhaps as a schooner, 

traversing an ocean or two from the mother country to old Sydney Town before 

settling in the Port Stephens area. For others an early ancestor or two may have 

arrived from the old world and settled in colonial Western Australia many decades 

before other members of the family line made the journey in much larger vessels in 

the mid 20th century. However life began for each family branch here in Australia, 

most (if not all) find their roots in Britain and it is to there that we must find the early 

traces of our history. 

 

 

 
 

ABOVE: My family in the mid 1970s ï From back left: Brian Matthews; Joan Lilley (nee Matthews); 

Fred Lilley; Robert Lilley; Norman Lilley. From front left: David Matthews; Edna Matthews (nee 

Lilley) ; Stephen Matthews; Fred Lilley; Edna Lilley (nee Jenkinson); Sharon Lilley and Kevin 

Matthews. 

 




